










“[from now on] I will not accept there any 

copper from you that is not fine quality. I 

shall take the ingots individually in my 

own yard.” Ancient Letters of Babylonia, Clay 

Tablets from Two Millennia

“Make ready for me the myrtle and 

the sweet smelling reeds, as well as 

a boat [for transporting] wine for the 

city of Sippar. Buy and bring along 

with you ten silver shekels’ worth of 

wine and join me in Babylonia.” 
Ancient Letters of Babylonia, Clay 

Tablets from Two Millennia



What is making it

possible for the horses

to pull this cart?

“There Gilgamesh the

King said to the boatman:

Study the brickwork,

study the fortification;

climb the ancient

staircase to the terrace;

study how it is made;

from the terrace see the

planted and fallow fields,

the ponds and

orchards…”

–The Epic of Gilgamesh

Bronze 

Knives



Laws 

written 

in 

stone.

King and his subject bowing 

to him

“A woman, merchant or other 

property-owner may sell field, 

garden or house. The purchaser 

shall conduct the business of the 

field, garden or house which he has 

purchased.”  -The 40th Law of The 

Code of Hammurabi

“If the king goes on an 

expedition, 

everybody… should 

immediately assemble.” 

–Letter from Mari on 

The administration of 

the Realm, stone tablet



“Now the governor of the Inland Region has 

sent me notice, and after I refused they took 

a slave of mine as a pledge…” –Ancient 

Babylonian Letter written on Cuneiform tablet

A king and his

advisors, from a

palace wall



Sun God

Marduk

Enlil,

the god of 

air

Lilitu “Queen of night”




