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“Beloved-of-the-Gods, King 

Piyadasi (Ashoka), conquered 

the Kalingas eight years after 

his coronation.[25] One 

hundred and fifty thousand 

were deported, one hundred 

thousand were killed and many 

more died (from other causes). 

After the Kalingas had been 

conquered, Beloved-of-the-

Gods came to feel a strong 

inclination towards the 

Dhamma (teachings of 

Buddha), a love for the 

Dhamma and for instruction in 

Dhamma. Now Beloved-of-the-

Gods feels deep remorse for 

having conquered the 

Kalingas.:” King Ashoka, Rock 

Edicts



“To leave a husband is against the 

teachings of the Vedas, and thereby one

can never acquire the supreme spiritual 

riches. At my door there seemed a great 

serpent hissing at me. How could I live

under such conditions?

It is the teaching of the Vedas, that one 

should not neglect one’s duty, but

my love was for the worship of God 

(Hari).

Says Bahini, ‘I was in a sea of troubles. 

How can I describe the increasing

anguish of my heart!’”

[Abhanga 62], the Exceptional Life of an 

Ordinary Woman,” in Steven J. Rosen



“Dharma (the teaching of the religion of the Buddha) is good, but what constitutes 

Dharma? (It includes) little evil, much good, kindness, generosity, truthfulness and 

purity. Pilar Edict Nb2 (S. Dharmika)”

“And noble deeds of Dharma and the practice of Dharma consist of having kindness, 

generosity, truthfulness, purity, gentleness and goodness increase among the people.” 
Rock Pilar Nb7 (S. Dharmika)

Buddhism 

Under 

Ashoka

“Whenever we take birth, may our 

deeds be such that we get a pure mind, 

long life, good health, vitality, intellect, 

strong sense organs and a powerful 

body. In next life also, keep us away 

from bad deeds and indulge us in noble 

actions.” Yajurveda 4.15




